litterheroes.co.uk
What’s littering Britain? 
Survey instructions
Step 1
Pick some litter

Please pick 1-2 sacks worth of litter (or as much as you are able) – this will make the numbers more meaningful.  If it is more convenient, you can collect this amount over a number of excursions, as long as they are from roughly the same area.

The results will be more up to date if you choose a location that has been litter picked before, i.e. within the last 1-2 years, rather than one that has never been picked.
Step 2
Sort your litter

Sort you litter into nine piles (you’ll want to wear gloves for this):
1. Plastic bottles

2. Soft Drinks cans

3. Lager, beer and cider cans

4. Glass bottles

5. Food on the go, including drinks cups, burger containers, sandwich wrappers etc.

6. Crisp packets and 
7. Chocolate bar wrappers

8. Smoking items

9. Everything else, i.e., carrier bags, hub caps, magazines...
	Safety notes
I have done this exercise a number of time and not come across any problems, but please follow these guidelines:

· When you are picking the litter, don’t pick anything that might be dangerous or too unpleasant when you come to sort it later, e.g. broken glass.

· Wear stout gloves when you sort the litter.

· Take care handling, cans and plastic bottles – drug user sometime put their syringes inside. This is more likely to be a problem if you have picked the litter from an urban environment than in the countryside. 


Step 3
Count up the items by brand and complete the sheet
Plastic Bottles
Some can be difficult to identify when the label has slipped off –check the tops and any moulded writing on the bottle for clues.
Lager, beer and cider cans 
Count the top three brands (most numerous) and group the rest.
Wine/spirit Bottles

Count any glass bottles you find under this heading.
Crisp Packets

This includes all salted snacks, as such crisps, Twiglets, Hoolahoops, and pork scratching.  I have listed Walkers and McCoy’s, but if other brands are more numerous please list them, otherwise group the rest.
Chocolate/sweet wrappers

All confectionery wrappers/packets, e.g.  chocolate bars, ice creams and sweets.  

Food on the go 
This includes burger boxes, sandwiches, pizzas cartons, coffee/cola beakers, pasty/pie packets, fish and chip wrappers, etc. 

1) Each separate item of litter counts as one item.  So, a beaker, a burger box and a carry out bag found near each other count as three items, but a cup and a burger box in a carry out bag only count as one item.

2) Sandwich packets are those plastic triangular packets and any other sandwich wrappers.

3) Other than McDonalds and KFC, list the top 3 most numerous brands and then just group the rest 

Smoking litter
Count all cigarette packets, tobacco pouches and cigar tins, but not individual cigarette butts (too small).
Other 

Please list any significant quantities of other items you pick, e.g. 3 tyres, 6 lengths of pallet wrap, 2 wing-mirrors etc.  Please highlight any unusual items. 
Step 4
Send the form in

	Send your completed form to 

Tim Barnes

Litter Heroes

61 Cleeve View Road 

Cheltenham

Glos

GL 52 5NJ
	or complete the form in Word and email it to:
barnes594@btinternet.com


Photos

I would welcome any photos of your litter that I can use to illustrate the report, e.g. the litter piled up before sorting, you in front of the pile, litter sorted into types, close ups of the different types (tip: close ups have more impact).  

Thank you very much for your help

Tim Barnes

litterheroes.co.uk
